[bookmark: _GoBack]Client: 				Anonymous
Campaign title:		Country Reputation Study

[image: ]



[image: ]

[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]



[image: ]

[image: ]


1

image4.png
ONLINE

Political, Security/Safety: 78
Perception of XXX

The coverage came from articles which stated how Egyptian president, Sisi, paid tribute to KSA and XXX for their
support of Egypt during the June 30™ revolution.

Several articles mentioned how the General of the Yemeni Armed Forces, Major General Muhammad Ali al-
Maqdisi, praised the strong and active role of the Arab alliance led by Saudi Arabia and the XXX in the battles
against the coup.

Other articles stated that the ICAO commended how KSA, XXX, Egypt, and Bahrain acted to ensure the safety of
air navigation after the boycott imposed on Qatar

More positive coverage came from articles mentioning how the Arab Parliament expressed its satisfaction with
the decision of the US Administration regarding the partial cancellation of the economic sanctions against the
Government of the Sudan. It also recognized the roles KSA, XXX and Qatar played.

Other articles mentioned UNESCO's international Book Capitals committee choosing Sharjah as the
international book capital for 2019, as an appreciation for its role In supporting books and enhancing the
reading culture.

Articles mentioned President Sisi's meeting with XXX and stated how the president praised the role of the XXX
in promoting joint Arab action, stressing Egypt's keenness to further develop bilateral relations at all levels.
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Renewable Energy / Scientific Endeavors, Climate Change: 8

Perception of XXX Ini

ives

XXX Peaceful Nuclear Energy Program:

+ The XXX's aim to become the first new nation to use nuclear energy in
decades when it starts up the first of four nuclear reactors next year drew
universal approval in media as diverse as the Japan Times, UK's Daily Mail
and Forbes in the US. All sources noted that the Barakah nuclear power plant
will play an important role for the XXX's economic development and will be a
role model for the other Arab countries, proving that nuclear power can be
used for peaceful purposes.

INTERNATIONAL

Mission to Mars:

The Mission to Mars was described as another ‘first’ for the XXX, prompting
commentators to list other major achievements by the XXX: “the XXX boasts
the tallest building, the largest artificial island and the biggest shopping mall,
which includes an indoor ski resort and a colony of penguins”

The LA Times described the mission as “a challenge like no other humankind
has ever undertaken”.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The reputation of the XXX was analyzed in terms of the following themes:
politics, security and safety, tolerance, the humanitarian role, culture,
education, and renewable energy and scientific endeavors. The monitoring
and analysis scope included Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia,
Syria and Tunisia, plus key international online news sites.

The interaction with topics related to politics and security made up the bulk
of social media engagement, and most of the comments and posts tackled
the internal and external policies of the XXX.

Most users in all tracked countries perceived that the XXX had no reason to
participate in the war in Yemen, asserting that the sole purpose of the
military presence was to invade the southern part of the country. Users in
Jordan also accused the XXX of protecting President Ali Abdullah Saleh and
other terrorists. Egyptian users accused the XXX of poisoning children and
condemned, along with other users, the alleged torture and killing of
prisoners in Emirati prisons in Yemen.

When it comes to the boycott of Qatar and the economic blockade imposed
on it, users from the Arab world voiced their support via social media
platforms of the decision of the GCC. Fear of a possible Qatari-Turkish-
Iranian alliance in the wake of the blockade could be seen in Lebanese users’
posts. Syrians considered the XXX hypocritical in its accusation of Qatar
supporting terrorism, and charged Abu Dhabi with being behind the havoc
that has engulfed Yemen.

Regarding the leaked emails from the XXX Ambassador to the United States,
Yousef Al Otaiba, users levelled accusations of treason at him as they were
wary of the XXX's tacit intentions pertaining to the ‘New Middle East’, which
it was claimed will divide the Arab Islamic nation into secular countries
through an alliance with Iran. Not all comments were negative, as some
activists considered that the XXX's intervention in Yemen to be aimed at
countering terrorism, achieving peace and helping the Yemeni people. Some
users also lauded the magnanimity of al-Otaiba, dubbing him ‘a man of great
honor’.

Syrian users accused the XXX of funding the Syrian war, as well as the
Yemeni war. Users from Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia raised questions
about how the XXX deems its relationship with Iran acceptable, while it
outlaws any tie-in with Qatar, and accuses the latter of treason. Egyptian
users accused the XXX of supporting terrorism, as well as funding the
Egyptian revolution for their own benefit.

Users addressed the economic, trade and political relationship of the
country with the Islamic Republic of Iran. XXX today s Iran’s second largest
economic partner, and the trade relationship between Tehran and Abu
Dhabi is dynamic, reaching an annual value of USD 50 billion. Users,
however, from all tracked countries, were not very satisfied with such a
relationship. Saudis were vocal in their accusation of Iran inciting the XXX to
turn its back on the Kingdom.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In stark contrast to the views expressed by users on social media, the
majority of online articles presented the XXX in a positive light. The most
critical countries were Tunisia, Syria and Morocco, albeit with relatively low
visibility. The most controversial topic across all markets was Political,
Security/Safety. The XXX was widely criticized for its activities in Yemen, the
Qatar boycott and the leaked correspondence of Yousef Al Otaiba. Saudi and
Egyptian media perception of these issues was less reproachful. Quality of
Life coverage was less prominent but strongly positive. Other themes were
presented much more favorably in the online media, particularly Cultural
themes, mainly driven by Sharjah’s being chosen by UNESCO as World Book
Capital for 2019. The Minister of Happiness was mainly perceived positively,
and was seen as an example of the sort of thing that all countries should be
establishing, according to the World Happiness Report 2017. The XXX's
Humanitarian efforts were favorably reported, for the most part, driven by
the work of the Emirati Red Crescent and The Year of Giving initiatives.
Scientific Endeavour and Renewable Energy themes were positive, if limited,
with the Mission to Mars and XXX Peaceful Nuclear Energy Program being
key topics. Online media discussed Education themes less than other
themes, but the perception was overall positive, with the general view being
that one of the most reputable countries for education.
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Political, Security/Safety: 57,301

Perception of XXX

Approximately 4% of the users praised the XXX for its political decisions including the imposed
boycott on Qatar — supporters hailed the XXX and its allies as peacemakers who are actively
fighting against terrorism. The country was also praised for its contribution in ensuring the
safety and well being of the GCC countries.

Some also applauded the XXX for its role in resolving the Yemen issue. The XXX armed forces
was hailed as a major force of justice that aided in bringing back peace, stability and prosperity
to the citizens of Yemen and resisting Iran's reign over several countries in the region.

The rest of the coverage in relation to XXX's involvement with the Yemen crisis was perceived
negatively. XXX's political strategy in Yemen was seen as manipulative and referred to as a dark
move. The XXX was accused of backstabbing its allies, particularly KSA, by siding with Iran while
supporting the Houthis in order to divide Yemen and take control over the southern region - the
location of its strategic ports. Users claimed that the move was to stop the ports in Jebel Ali and
Dubai from being affected by Adan’s ports.

The rest of the negative coverage accused the XXX of being hostile toward Islamic regimes and
systems in the region while attempting to make the GCC countries secular. The XXX's ruling
body was labelled as an Anti-Muslim unit
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